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April was a month to remember, or maybe to forget. We 

lost three leading club members during the month: Carol 

Romanowski, Ellie Watson, and Jo Davies. All were loved 

for who they were and for the many contributions that they 

each made to ABC-CO. Jim Watson hosted a Celebration 

of Life for Ellie, and Dave plans to do the same when he 

returns from seeing his family in California. I will keep 

you informed. 

In May, Colorado Governor Polis signed SB 23-069, Requirements to Operate a 

Motorboat, a law that will require all persons 18 and under to successfully complete a 

motorboat safety course and carry a card that certifies this achievement. The law takes 

effect on January 1, 2024. This law is important for increased safety, and also because 

ABC-CO offers the acclaimed ABC3 safety course that will be in demand. The new 

law will not apply to boats without motors and to youth who are on private lakes. 

Courses like our ABC3 course must be certified by the National Association of State 

Boating Law Administrators (NASBLA). Our ABC3 course is certified by NASBLA 

through 2024. 

I am pleased to report that on April 25, 2023, Anne Hammond arrived in Papeete, 

Tahiti aboard the Spirit of Catherine, and Harry Hammond joined her that same day! 

Anne is safe, healthy, and may be affected by many experiences since she left 

Panama. I know that we all will want to celebrate her safe passage and return to 

Boulder on May 8th. Yes! She’s back. 

Todd Berryman has been working with Dream Yacht 

Worldwide to secure a charter in the Sea of Cortez from the 

port of La Paz on the east coast of the Baja Peninsula. We 

will have to make a commitment to Dream Yacht this week, 

so please let Todd know if you would like to join the crew. 

(Photos on page 6.) We are fortunate to have members who 

are experienced sailors and who know this area well. Right, 

Vince and Malene? Call Todd at (720) 272-1525. Our 

charter is January 6th to 13th, 2024. 

Finally, the District 30 Fall Conference has been scheduled 

for Friday, October 27 through 29 in Moline, Illinois at the 

Moline Wyndham. Contact me if you would like to attend, 

as I plan to be there. The D30 leaders have been very hard 

working and deserve our support.  

Bill Buffum, Cdr. 
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From the Commander 

San Felipe Light, eastern Baja, MX. 
Wikimedia Creative Comons photo by 

Tim Buss  

This light house is active. Its focal 
plane is 35 m (115 ft); white flash eve-
ry 6 s. 22 m (72 ft) cylindrical white 
concrete tower with four buttresses, 
adjoining a 1-story keeper's house.  
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Club Events for 2023 

Date Time Event Location Notes 

5/20/2023  Saturday 

10:00 am - 

4:00 pm 

Set-up at 

10:00; lunch 

at 12:00 pm 

ABC-CO Charter 

Party, Picnic, games, 

and water fun. Pot luck 

lunch. 

Home of Bob & Sue 

Hicks 

10450 Mooring Road 

Longmont, CO 80504 

Celebrating our club charter 

signing in 1977. 

This event is on Gaynor Lake. 

No Thursday membership 

meeting.in May. 

6/1/2023  Thursday 
7:00 pm - 

8:15 pm 

Executive Committee 

Meeting 

Zoom Meeting 

ID = 817 1538 9687  

Open to all members and 

friends. 

7/6/2023; 8/3/2023 Holiday 

Executive Committee 

will not meet in July 

and August to allow for 

holidays and boating. 

No meetings unless 

called due to an 

urgent need. 

Call Cdr. Bill Buffum if ExCom 

attention is needed. 

409-392-0367 

commander@abc-co.org 

9/7/2023 Thursday 
7:00 pm - 

8:15 pm 

Executive Committee 

Meeting 

Zoom Meeting 

ID = 817 1538 9687  

Open to all members and 

friends. 

9/16/2023 Saturday 
(Date may change) 

 10:00 am - 
3:00 pm 

Haul Out Party 

Family Ranch of 

Deborah Rinner and 

Rick Gulick on Hwy 7 

west of Lyons. 

Rick Gulick, Host 

10/5/2023 Thursday 
7:00 pm - 

8:15 pm 

Executive Committee 

Meeting 

Zoom Meeting 

ID = 817 1538 9687  

Open to all members and 

friends. 

10/26/2023 Thursday 
7:00 pm - 

9:00 pm 
Membership Meeting  

Broomfield Comty Ctr,  

280 Spader Way, 

Broomfield 80020 + 

Zoom  

Arnie Strasser, JN 

Special Presentation on Boating 

in the Northwest 

Open Date 
7:00 pm - 

9:00 pm 

Hold for a Possible 

Membership Meeting 
TBD 

Possible program by Anne 

Hammond featuring her journey 

from Panama to Tahiti. 

12/9/2023 Saturday   
(Date may change) 

10:00 pm - 

4:00 pm 

ABC-CO Club Holiday 

Dinner.  

Dining Room 

Westview Church 

6710 Arapahoe Rd 

Boulder, Colorado  

Live music and dancing  

(we hope)! 
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John Vene-

ma is our 

Ron      Bill 

Elinor Watson, age 77, passed away on 

April 17, 2023, in Colorado, the state 

she loved. She was born on April 3, 

1946, in New York, New York to 

Alfred and Frances Cahen. Ellie was a 

graduate of The University of Colora-

do Boulder class of 1968 and you 

could find her most Saturdays in the 

fall with her family and friends watch-

ing her beloved CU Buffaloes football 

team at Folsom Field. Her lifetime 

hobbies were sailing, skiing, watching 

sports, and volunteering. Sailing was a 

lifelong passion for her and Jim. From 

lakes in Texas, to the San Francisco 

Bay, to the Caribbean, to the mountain 

lakes of Colorado, Ellie enjoyed the 

time she spent teaching and sharing 

her passion for sailing. Ellie was also a 

Elinor Watson, Famed Local Sailor, Dies in 
Accident 

Ellie sails her Catalina 25 on  
Lake Dillon. 

consummate volunteer, and she 

enjoyed the camaraderie, higher 

purpose, and impact she could 

share with others. 

 

Ellie, we wish you Fair Winds and 

Following Seas. 

This article originally appeared in Dog Tales, the Newsletter of the Salty 
Dogs Sailing Club, Cindie Sandlin, Editor 

ABC-CO members regret the loss of Jo Davies on April 18, 2023. Jo suc-

cumbed to Parkinson’s Disease after enduring for many years. Dave Davies 

is presently in California with family members, but plans to host a celebra-

tion of life when he returns. 

An Educational TidBit 
By Vince Comella 

Why do ships use ‘port’ and 

‘starboard’ and not ‘left’ or ‘right’? 

In the early days of boating, before 

ships had rudders on their centerlines, 

boats were controlled using a steering 

oar. Most sailors were right handed, 

so the steering oar was placed over or 

through the right side of the stern. 

Sailors began calling the right side 

the steering side, which soon became 

"starboard" by combining two Old 

English words: stéor (meaning 

"steer") and bord (meaning "the side 

of a boat"). 

As the size of boats grew, so did the 

steering oar, making it much easier to 

tie a boat up to a dock on the side 

opposite the oar. This also avoided 

damage to the steering oar.  The side 

to the dock became known as the 

larboard, or "the loading side." Over 

time, larboard—too easily confused 

with starboard—was replaced with 

port. After all, this was the side that 

faced the port, allowing supplies to 

be ported aboard by porters. 

Since port and starboard never 

change, they are unambiguous 

references that are independent of a 

mariner’s orientation, and, thus, 

mariners use these nautical terms 

instead of left and right to avoid 

confusion. When looking forward, 

toward the bow of a ship, port and 

starboard refer to the left and right 

sides, respectively. 
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On Saturday, May 20, 2023, America’s Boating 
Club - Colorado celebrates it’s beginnings 

at the home of  
Bob and Sue Hicks, 10450 Mooring Road (west 
off of Hwy 287; south of Longmont, CO 80504. 

 
This is ABC-CO’s signature event of the year on 

the shores of Gaynor Lake (click for a map). 
Bring your water toys! Canoes, paddle boards, 

sailboats, and lawn games. The lunch is pot luck; 
bring your preferred drinks.  

 

10:00 am - 4:00 pm 

Set-up at 10:00; lunch at 12:00 pm 

The ABC-CO 2023 Charter Party is May 20th 

https://maps.windows.com/?form=WNAMSH&entity=local_vdpid%3A5083892486380716033&collection=point.40.12001_-105.108841_Gaynor%20Lake%2C%20CO
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Boating Education News 

By Vince Comella, Educational Officer 

Your Input Is 

Important 

The list of classes we can offer is 
extensive.  In addition to the typical 8 
week courses there are a number of 
one day seminars that we can 
provide. 

I will be emailing a list of the courses 
and seminars available to club 
members.  Please reach out to let me 
know of any courses or seminars you 
would like us to put on the calendar.   

At the moment we are looking at 
some possible fall classes including 
Marine Navigation (Piloting) and 

Marine Electrical Systems to be 
offered in the fall.  

We need to hear from you so we can 
prepare courses that best suit your 
needs. 

Click on this link for a full list of 
courses along with detailed 
descriptions and the ability to 

register for the course. 

Courses are all being offered 
virtually via ZOOM, so if you are 
intimidated by this new technology, 
or are lacking resources to use this 
technology please let us know and 
we will help set you up. 

Contact Vince Comella at 
Education@ABC-CO.org if you 
have any questions or would like to 
inquire about other course offerings. 
Round up your boating buddies and 
friends and take the course together 
and get ready for safe boating! In 
fact, you can save money by taking a 
course with a friend or family 
member by sharing textbooks. 

Vessel Safety Check 

America's Boating Club provides a free and vol-

untary Vessel Safety Check (VSC) service in co-

operation with local US Coast Guard Auxiliary 

flotillas. We offer free VSC reviews to any boater 

within commuting range of one of our certified 

Vessel Examiners. The VSC is offered to the 

public as a part of America's Boating Club sup-

port of safe boating. 

The VSC Inspection 

The program involves a free and friendly inspec-

tion that covers the equipment required by the 

Coast Guard and the State of Colorado. We'll 

Get Your Vessel Safety Check NOW! 
also have an opportunity to talk safety in gen-

eral and optional suggested equipment. You 

receive an annotated copy of the check list, and 

if you pass the exam you receive a VSC decal 

for your boat. The inspection can be done on 

boats in the water, on a trailer, or on the hard. It 

applies to both power boats and sail boats, and 

we even have a special form for paddle boats. 

We make house (and storage yard) calls. Since 

it's a voluntary program, results of the exam are 

reported only statistically and not associated 

with your name.   

 

For information, contact Ron Schwiesow at  

VSC@ABC-CO.ORG or 303.447.9880 

https://americasboatingclub.org/index.php/learn/select-type-of-boating/all/all-courses
mailto:Education@ABC-CO.org
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Sailing in the Sea of Cortez Among UNESCO 
World Heritage Sites 
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We had survived on canned food, 

fresh fish, coconuts and whatever 

fruit we could scrooge on our island 

visits for the previous two months.  

As we passed through the opening in 

the reef into the lagoon surrounding 

Tahiti we heard someone exclaim on 

the VHF radio, “They have not one, 

but five different kinds of lettuce!”  

We had never before become excited 

about  lettuce but this announcement 

certainly changed that. 

We opted to use the designated 

anchoring site rather than med-moor 

near the city center.  The international 

airport runway juts out into the 

lagoon and landing aircraft can be a 

hazard to passing boat masts.  We 

called the airport control tower on the 

designated frequency and were 

granted permission to pass and just 

made it as a jumbo jet screamed 

across in back of us.  We found the 

anchorage to have good holding and 

free of coral so we staked out a spot 

for our stay. 

Our first trip ashore was the quest for 

“Five Types of Lettuce”.  We found 

the Carrefour superstore with not 

only lettuce but every other 

conceivable food item and all kinds 

of household goods too numerous to 

mention.  Indeed another kind of 

paradise.  Prices are high as most 

Tahiti and the Society Islands 
By Vince Comella 

goods are brought in from France, 

New Zealand and other countries. 

Unbeknownst to us we had arrived 

during the annual national French 

celebration of ‘Bastille Day’.  This 

is a celebration of the fall of the 

infamous Bastille prison on July 

14, 1789. This is a prolonged 

celebration in Tahiti that is 

integrated with Polynesian culture.  

It is, in essence, the ‘Olympics of 

Polynesia’ and is called “Heiva”.  

People come from islands near and 

far to compete in singing, dance, 

canoe racing, javelin throwing and 

other associated cultural skills.  

These exhibitions were entertaining 

and amazing.  I never knew that the 

hula dance had so many 

permutations.  The canoe races 

were done in single and double 

dugout canoes to and from to the 

island of Moorea.  About 20 miles 

round-trip. 

For more info:  https://

www.heiva.org/en/homepage/ 

Being boaters, we were too cheap to 

use taxis.  Fortunately Tahiti had an 

inexpensive means of transport – ‘Le 

Truck’.  ‘Le Truck’ was like an open 

bus that you could take to and from 

town.  Unfortunately ‘Le Truck’ has 

now been replaced by conventional 

buses.  The capital of Tahiti is 

Papeete.  With a current population 

of 281,000 it is a mixture of French 

and Polynesian people.  The 

Polynesians like the perks that they 

receive from the French.  However, I 

sensed a degree of resentment about 

being a colony of France. 

One of the attractions in Papeete is 

the open air market.  You name it – 

they have it.  Many locals come to 

the open air market in preference to 

the supermarkets.  Another attraction 

only available in the evening is when 

another version of ‘Le Truck’ 

emerges in vast quantities adjacent to 

the cruise ship dock.  Not only a 

tourist attraction but great food.  

These ‘Le Trucks’ are the same as 

our Food Trucks.  Each truck has a 

speciality.  There is the pizza truck, 

(Continued on page 8) 

https://www.heiva.org/en/homepage/
https://www.heiva.org/en/homepage/
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the crepe truck, the steak and 

fries truck, asian food truck, 

poisson cru truck.  You name 

it, it’s there.  We visited these 

‘Le Trucks’ many times as it is 

generally very expensive to 

dine out in Tahiti. 

We found the weather to be 

generally pleasing with 

tropical sun and a constant 

breeze.  However, we experienced 

several weather events that the locals 

call a ‘Maramu’.  Essentially a 

Maramu is a weather event caused by 

the ‘squash zone’ between a zone of 

high pressure and zone of low 

pressure.  A Maramu can cause winds 

of 40 knots and can blow for an 

extended period of time.  We spent 

several nights without sleep on 

anchor watch through these blows. 

We didn’t stay in Tahiti for too long 

as other islands in the Society group 

were calling.   

Navigating through these islands is 

tricky.  ‘Bommies’ (coral heads) are 

everywhere and require a keen 

watchful eye at all times.  And, you 

only travel when the sun is high or at 

an acute angle so you can see below 

the water surface.  Good polarized 

sunglasses are essential.  You learn to 

read the water by color and depth. 

Across a strait from Tahiti is the 

beautiful island of Moorea.  Moorea 

is  topped by Mount Rotui that is 

straddled by Opunoho Bay and 

Cook’s Bay.  We anchored just inside 

(Continued from page 7) 

the reef entrance in Cook’s Bay 

where it is shallow and good 

holding.  It gets pretty deep further 

into the bay.  A walkabout on the 

island was a must do to see ancient 

ruins and abundant pineapple farms. 

From Moorea we headed to the 

large island of Raiatea.  Raiatea  lies 

about 118 nautical miles west of 

Tahiti.  Raiatea has the majority of 

boat yards and services to lay the 

boat up for the cyclone season.  

Raiatea is also the hub for bareboat 

charter companies such as The 

Moorings, Sunsail and Dream Yacht 

Charters.  From Raiatea you can 

venture out to Bora Bora, Tahaa and 

an upwind run to Huahine.  We 

visited all of these islands. 

Of course, to me, the most 

spectacular is Bora Bora - labeled as 

the honeymoon capital of the world.  

I understand that anchoring inside 

the reef of Bora Bora is now 

restricted and the number of 

mooring balls has been increased for 

the cruising community.  We had no 

restrictions when we were there and 

anchored in the most spectacular 

turquoise water.  A deep 

cut runs through the 

lagoon.  We donned 

snorkeling  gear to explore 

the coral reef along the 

deep channel.  We were 

then surprised by a visit of 

several huge Manta Rays 

that seemed to cruise back 

and forth along the 

channel. 

The time finally came to 

put the boat up for the cyclone 

season.  We had made a reservation 

with Raiatea Carenage for our haul-

out.  They put Itchy Feet up on a 

cradle that was completely welded 

together.  We felt that it was pretty 

secure for the summer.  We had two 

options to return to Tahiti for our 

international flight home - via air or 

an old island freighter.  We chose the 

island freighter called the Vaenu 

because we thought that we could 

mingle with the locals and learn 

more about Polynesian life.  But, as 

soon as the ship left port all of the 

locals rolled out mats on the deck 

and bedded down for the night.  We 

had rented a small cabin that was so 

small we could barely turn around.  I 

think it was located right above the 

propeller shaft  –  little sleep was to 

be had this night. 

Vince Comella, EO 
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This article was originally written 
as a presentation to our 
membership. As we now consider 
new charters, John shares his ideas 
again with us in this format. 

Basic Qualifications: 

Verify with the charter company 

that you qualify to captain the type 

of vessel you wish to charter.  

Requirements often change so 

check on the internet for updates to 

the charter company’s 

requirements. Compare the 

requirements of the US Coast 

Guard for their “six pack license” 

under the International Certificate 

of Competence. 

Some suggestions:  

Check with Victoria Sailing School 

Colorado for American Sailing 

Association classes.  

Check with Dream Yacht 

Charters.com in LaPaz by 

calling 855.860.8902 to ask 

about their requirements.    

Check with International Yacht 

Training for courses like 

International Bareboat Skipper.   

Put together a resume’ that shows 

your training, seamanship 

courses and experience on the 

water. Include the experience 

that you have had by vessel 

type, size, location, and the 

positions that you held.  

Remember that the charter company 

calls the shots and should inform 

you of their requirements.   

Captaining: 

While this is a huge topic, you may 

find it helpful to list items of 

importance. Remember that entire 

courses are available if you have 

time and resources. Check this link: 

How to Get Your Captain’s License –A 

Step-by-Step Guide - My Boat Life . 

Organizing and planning the 

charter:  Evaluate the crew and 

select a crew that wants to 

participate.  Furthermore, evaluate 

yourself. Do you have the training, 

skills and experience needed?  Do 

you want to assume responsibility 

for the safety and comfort of the 

crew?   

Be sure to involve the crew in all 

aspects of charter planning but 

remember that the priorities are to 

be safe and to have fun.    

The first planning session:  Discuss 

the sailing area and how to get there. 

Bring charts, videos, cruising guides, 

airline connections, etc.   Hand out 

copies of the contract showing 

money issues, deadlines, refunds, 

provisioning, and anticipated daily 

boat expenses.   Assign a purser.   

Discuss plans for dates before, 

during, and after the charter.  Discuss 

use of alcohol, drugs and tobacco.  

Set a date for the second planning 

session. Discuss what to pack 

considering your medical conditions, 

important emergency contacts, your 

passport valid for 6+ months, your 

resume’, Covid vulnerabilities, 

airline and travel information, and 

certainly your credit cards and/or 

cash sufficient to meet your financial 

needs.  

Second planning session:  Learn the 

skills and interests of the crew, then 

assign initial duties and a plan for 

rotating those duties.  Discuss the 

sailing itinerary. Allow for bad 

weather delays and for fun times on 

shore.  Discuss the type of sailing 

desired by crew members, and 

provisioning preferences.   

The purser accounts for money for 

(Continued on page 10) 

https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=fc4b25ead34de1c5JmltdHM9MTY4Mjg5OTIwMCZpZ3VpZD0xMDMzZTgxZS04MzNhLTZjMDEtMzY2My1mOWVhODIwMDZkMmImaW5zaWQ9NTIwMA&ptn=3&hsh=3&fclid=1033e81e-833a-6c01-3663-f9ea82006d2b&psq=international+certificate+of+competence&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9pbX
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=fc4b25ead34de1c5JmltdHM9MTY4Mjg5OTIwMCZpZ3VpZD0xMDMzZTgxZS04MzNhLTZjMDEtMzY2My1mOWVhODIwMDZkMmImaW5zaWQ9NTIwMA&ptn=3&hsh=3&fclid=1033e81e-833a-6c01-3663-f9ea82006d2b&psq=international+certificate+of+competence&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9pbX
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=ed7739d2e7e0a48bJmltdHM9MTY4Mjg5OTIwMCZpZ3VpZD0xMDMzZTgxZS04MzNhLTZjMDEtMzY2My1mOWVhODIwMDZkMmImaW5zaWQ9NTU0NQ&ptn=3&hsh=3&fclid=1033e81e-833a-6c01-3663-f9ea82006d2b&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmluZy5jb20vYWxpbmsvbGluaz91cmw9aHR0cHMlM2
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=ed7739d2e7e0a48bJmltdHM9MTY4Mjg5OTIwMCZpZ3VpZD0xMDMzZTgxZS04MzNhLTZjMDEtMzY2My1mOWVhODIwMDZkMmImaW5zaWQ9NTU0NQ&ptn=3&hsh=3&fclid=1033e81e-833a-6c01-3663-f9ea82006d2b&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYmluZy5jb20vYWxpbmsvbGluaz91cmw9aHR0cHMlM2
https://asa.com
https://asa.com
https://www.dreamyachtcharter.com/destination/la-paz
https://www.dreamyachtcharter.com/destination/la-paz
https://www.iytworld.com
https://www.iytworld.com
https://www.iytworld.com/courses/international-bareboat-skipper
https://www.myboatlife.com/2016/04/how-to-get-your-captains-license-a-step-by-step-guide.html
https://www.myboatlife.com/2016/04/how-to-get-your-captains-license-a-step-by-step-guide.html
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everything including provisioning. 

Discuss how to pack to avoid 

duplication and overly filled baggage.  

Pack for safety and fun including 

items like a headlight, a hand- held 

VHF radio and a back-up GPS. Most 

essential, bring a personal PFD in A-

1 condition.  Record all crew 

members’ travel plans and discuss 

how crew will meet at the marina. 

Before setting sail:  

Boat orientation - Have a list of 

questions ready and test everything 

before leaving the dock.  Test the 

VHF radio; check sails and running 

rigging; the outboard engine; water 

tank levels and how to switch tanks; 

and all operating manuals to be sure 

that they can be read.   

Check navigation instruments 

including electronic and paper charts. 

Enter your proposed waypoints. Also, 

get an orientation for the sailing area.  

Leave a float plan and emergency 

contact list with the charter company.   

Know how to get weather reports, 

medical aid, repair services, and 

where to get provisions.  Be certain 

that each member of the crew knows 

their duties.  Ask the safety 

coordinator and quartermaster to give 

presentations.  Every crew member 

should know emergency procedures 

and have basic knowledge of how to 

operate the boat.  Get a weather 

forecast.  Do “sea trials” before 

leaving the harbor. 

(Continued from page 9) While sailing:  

Keep a log that records: time, 

location, speed, track, weather 

(scan the sea and sky, check the 

barometer).   

Expect the unexpected and think of 

“what if” solutions.  

Involve the crew and do a brief 

planning session with the crew 

each evening.   

Communicate clearly, review hand 

signals and be sure that the 

crew knows “the plan” and 

alternate plan when anchoring, 

approaching a mooring, and 

docking. 

After the sail:   

How did we do?  Have an open 

discussion about how the crew 

worked and lived together. Avoid 

blaming and harsh criticism but try 

to point out both the positives and 

problems that occurred.  

Remember to ask the crew members 

if they would like a letter of 

recommendation for their resume’.  

Finally: organize your journal and 

pictures, enjoy a farewell dinner on 

shore and fly home a couple of days 

later.  Consider a reunion to laugh at 

all the unexpected events during the 

sail. 

Wishing you good winds and 
enjoyable seas, John Venema 
January 27, 2022   

Successful charters take careful plan-

ning. Here ABC-CO members charter in 

the Aegean Sea. 
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At the end of April my wife, 

Alison, and I took a one-day 

training class with NW 

Explorations at Squalicum Harbor 

in Bellingham (https://

www.nwexplorations.com). We 

had been referred to NW 

Explorations for training and 

chartering by our broker, Jerry 

Todd, at Alexander Marine in 

Seattle, while we contemplated 

acquiring our own boat. NW 

Explorations has an extensive 

charter fleet and has locations in WA 

and BC.  The new owners of the 

company have plans for expansion 

and adding more vessels to the fleet 

and growing their marine supply and 

maintenance operations.  

Our plan had been to go out on their 

51’ Ocean Alexander pilothouse but 

in preparation for the season it was 

out of the water for prop shaft 

replacement! We ended up on a 46’ 

Grand Banks, with an overall length 

of around 52’, twin engine with a 

VERY impressive 11,000 hours on 

each engine (CAT3208N). Yes, they 

did smoke a bit and after this season 

they are being replaced! The Grand 

Banks was a perfect boat for the 

training we wanted and the training 

experience we had was absolutely 

excellent. 

By way of some quick background: 

Aside from pontoon boats, runabouts 

and of course canoes and kayaks on 

Charter Training with Northwest Explorations 
By 

Robert Cutter, P 

the Colorado lakes my last “on the 

sea” experience was many decades 

ago in the British Channel Islands 

off the coast of Northern France 

with large tidal range and navigation 

obstacles…..shallow water, lots of 

rocks, nasty reefs and more than a 

few crab and lobster pots! Alison 

had no experience with large boats. 

Thanks to Arnie (and now Vince) 

and the team of outstanding 

instructors in the Boulder squadron, 

yes, Ron, Larry and Vince that 

means you……I had completed 

ABC3, Weather, Boat Handling, 

Navigation and Marine 

Communications over the last 18 

months or so. Now it was time to 

get out on the water and put theory 

in to practice! 

We showed up at the marina at 

9.30am. The weather was “Pacific 

Northwest” and of course the only 

day we had with that type of 

weather for the whole week! After 

that mid 70’s and clear blue skies 

which were spectacular for the 

Boats Afloat Show on Lake Union 

a couple of days later! The good news 

is the light drizzle cleared in an hour 

or so. Annie Sisson was our training 

captain. She has extensive experience 

in PNW but was also a member of the 

crew of a 100’ sailing yacht cruising 

the waters of SE Asia after attending 

college! She has her own 47’ yacht 

which she lives aboard and handles by 

herself around the San Juan Islands. 

She is one of the 3 captains on full-

time staff. They have a roster of 

around 8 others who are scheduled as 

required. 

After boarding the boat, we went 

through safety briefing and tour of the 

vessel, location of fire extinguishers, 

care required when using ladder and 

steps and general on board and on 

dock protocol. Next, we spent about 

an hour going through all the systems 

starting in the engine room with a 

review of all equipment, daily and 

weekly checks required from engine 

(Continued on page 12) 

Robert Cutter 

https://www.nwexplorations.com
https://www.nwexplorations.com
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oil to sea water strainers and fuel 

filters. After that back to the bridge for 

review of electrical systems, breaker 

panels, shore power, reverse polarity 

checks, system and engine start up 

sequence along with battery 

configuration and use of engine/

standalone generators. Following that 

we went through radio procedures, 

chart plotter, depth sounder, engine 

gauges etc. With systems review 

completed it was on to the dock to 

practice knots, cleat hitch and clove 

hitch and learning to do the cleat hitch 

both ways depending on direction of 

the load! After that Annie declared 

that we should prepare to depart. Life 

jackets on, briefing on who was going 

to do what and when, lines, electrical 

panel configuration, shore power 

disconnect procedures and we were 

ready.  Annie had a great teaching 

style. She provided perfect direction 

but it was clear that she was going to 

be 100% hands off! She did not touch 

any of the controls for the whole day 

although she kindly helped wash down 

the anchor chain in the afternoon! 

Bob Cutter, P 

(Continued from page 11) 

Mark your calendars for 
the ABC-CO 

Haul Out Party 
 

Saturday, September 16, 2023 

10:00 am to 5:00 pm 

The Hall Ranch  

Hwy 7 West of Lyons 

 

Hosted by Rick Gulick 

Organized by Kathy Zarini 

 

Bring 

• Extra Chairs 

• Your preferred drinks 

• A dish to pass 

• Burritos Usually Provided 

• A text for Shade 

• An Extra Table or Two 

• Your Dancing Shoes! 

Possible Band  

 (Not Confirmed) 
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Visit our Website at ABC-CO.ORG  
Get a VSC  

Vessel Safety Check 

America's Boating Club provides a free and voluntary Vessel Safety Check (VSC) service in cooperation with local 
US Coast Guard Auxiliary flotillas. We offer free VSC reviews to any boater within commuting range of one of our 
certified Vessel Examiners. The VSC is offered to the public as a part of America's Boating Club support of safe 
boating. 

 

The VSC Inspection 

The program involves a free and friendly inspection that covers the equipment required by the Coast Guard and the 
State of Colorado. We'll also have an opportunity to talk safety in general and optional suggested equipment. You 
receive an annotated copy of the check list, and if you pass the exam you receive a VSC decal for your boat. The 
inspection can be done on boats in the water, on a trailer, or on the hard. It applies to both power boats and sail boats, 
and we even have a special form for paddle boats. We make house (and storage yard) calls. Since it's a voluntary 
program, results of the exam are reported only statistically and not associated with your name. 

 

 
Contact Ron Schwiesow at  

VSC@ABC-CO.ORG or 303.447.9880 

To Schedule a VSC Inspection 

To request an inspection in the Colorado region contact Ron Schwiesow who will have a VSC examiner schedule a 
date and location. Be sure to request a copy of the examination checklist so that you can prepare your boat. 
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Executive Committee  

Commander Cdr Bill Buffum  
Commander@ABC-CO.ORG       

409.392.0367 

Executive Officer Carol Kolesnikoff, AP   Editor@abc-co.org 

Administrative Officer Kathy Zarini, S    

Educational Officer Vince Comella  Education@ABC-CO.ORG 

Asst. Educational Officer  Ron Schwiesow, JN  VSC@abc-co.org 

Secretary Chris Pierce, AP   

Treasurer/Property Manager Todd Berryman, AP    

Asst. Treasurer  Bob Hicks, P   

Members at Large Bryan Faulkner 

Mike Cranna 

Gregor Henze 

   
 

Elected Committee Chairs and Members 

Auditing Chair Mary Anne Strasser, P    

Auditing Member  Al Hoveland, P   

Auditing Member  Leo Selker   

Nominating Committee Chair Anne Hammond, SN    

Nominating Member  Larry Stoddard, AP   

Nominating Member  Todd Berryman, AP   

Rules Committee Chair Anne Hammond, SN   

Rules Member  Carol Kolesnikoff, AP   

Rules Member  Rick Gulick, AP   

Appointed Members 

The Beacon, Editor Carol Kolesnikoff, AP  Editor@ABC-CO.ORG 

Web Master Brian Jones, AP  Webmaster@ABC-CO.ORG 

Asst. Web Master  Amy Ives  

Membership/Roster Chair Larry Stoddard, AP   

Public Contact Larry Stoddard, AP   

Merit Marks Chair Lynn Johnson, S   

MM Member  Rick Gulick, AP  

MM Member  Anne Hammond, SN  

Vessel Safety Check Chair Ron Schwiesow, JN  VSC@ABC-CO.ORG 

Property Manager/

Quartermaster 
Bob Hicks, P  

 2023 Officers and Contacts 
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The Beacon is a publication of America’s Boating Club - Colorado, initially established as the Boulder Valley Sail 
and Power Squadron. This newsletter and all of its contents are owned and copyrighted by America’s Boating Club 
- Colorado, but may be reprinted freely by crediting the source of the material. For information or to be removed 
from the Beacon mailing list, contact the editor at editor@ABC-CO.org. Copyright © 2022. 

Advertising Policy 

The Beacon publishes advertisements from members and non-members at the rate of $10 per issue. All 
advertisements must be submitted camera ready in a 3.5” X  4.5” box shape. Advertisements that exceed this 
size will be charged at the rate of $10 per box based on the size given above. Send advertisements electronically to 
editor@ABC-CO.org. There are no restrictions on font types or size. 

Submissions 

Submission of articles from members and nonmembers is encouraged. We want to know what you are doing on the 
water, This helps us know your interests. Sharing your boating photos and stories lets others get to know you, 
especially when you are off boating somewhere! Please submit camera ready ads or articles by email on an MS 
Word document that includes your text, graphics, and photos. For detailed submission guidelines, please visit 
https://abc-co.org/forum/index.php?topic=109.0 . The Editor (Editor@ABC-CO.ORG) Carol Kolesnikoff 

QR what? 
 

In the near future you will start seeing the funny looking box above in some of the club 

emails, our banners, and even in the Beacon.  This box is a QR (Quick Reference) code 

which can be read by most phone and tablet cameras using QR code scanning.  The above 

QR code will take you directly to our website if you scan it…go ahead, give it a try.  In the 

future we may use these codes so you can easily get to referenced websites or even interest-

ing articles.   We will still use the https:// web references for those of us who just need to 

stick to our old ways.    

Larry Stoddard, Public Contact 

ABC-CO.ORG 

https://abc-co.org/forum/index.php?topic=109.0
mailto:Editor@ABC-CO.ORG

